
READ BEFORE YOU WEAVE 

GENERAL WEAVING TIPS 

1.  Tie your yarn to the needle, otherwise it will slip out 

often, because you’re gonna be pulling the yarn through 

the loom strings with some oomph. 
 d 

2. Use your fingers to hold the last string on the loom 

while you’re pulling the yarn through. This will prevent 

you from pulling the yarn too tightly and warping the 

strings. If you don’t leave the yarn a little loose on the 

left and right strings of the loom, it can warp your work, 

and it won’t lie flat when you’re done/might not turn 

out the shape you intend. 
d 

3.  Use short lengths of yarn. If you try to do a whole 

coaster with one piece, it will very likely knot up on you! 
d 

4. Use your fingers to push your work up on the loom 

quite often. This makes the finished weaving look much 

cleaner, and you’ll be able to get more rows of yarn on 

your loom. 
d 

5. Leave at least ¼ inch of empty space at the top of the 

bottom of your work. It will make taking your weaving 

off the loom much easier! 
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Welcome to Weaving 101! I did my   

first weave like this when I was in   

elementary school – now that I’m   

older, I like to experiment with larger   

looms, different yarns & fun patterns. 

IN THIS KIT:  

 Cardboard 

 Yarn 

 Plastic needle 

YOU WILL ALSO NEED: 

 Scissors 

 Ruler 

 Adhesive tape 

Your cardboard is 5 inches square, the   

perfect size for weaving a coaster! 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Draw a ½ inch line on every side of the cardboard square. These will be your guides, and will make holding the 

loom easier.  

 

2. Draw lines for the notches. I typically make mine ¼ inch apart. If they’re wider, your weave will be looser; if 

they’re narrower, your loom will be more difficult to use. It’s a tradeoff! Start at the ½ inch line, then make 

marks every ¼ inch (or your chosen width) all the way across the top and bottom. Use scissors to cut on the 

marks, stopping at the top/bottom half-inch lines, as shown on the next page. 
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3. String the loom. You’ll want to use a thin, smooth yarn for this; if you have multiple colors, pick your least 

favorite, since it won’t show as much in the final product.  

 

With the marked side of the loom facing up, thread a bit of yarn into the first notch in the upper left side, leaving 

a tail of a few inches on the back side of the loom. Tape this thread down to the loom back. 

 
 

Carry the thread down to the bottom left notch on the loom, and pull it into that notch. Bring the thread back 

over to the front by bringing it up through the notch directly to the right of the leftmost bottom notch, as shown 
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Continue doing this all the way across the loom. The front side of the loom will have yarn going from notch to 

notch; the back side of the loom will just be small segments of yarn looped around the notches. Leave a tail at 

the end of the yarn and also tape that to the back of the loom. 

    
 

4. Start weaving! 

Cut a length of yarn – shorter is easier to work with at first, no more than two feet – and thread the yarn 

through the needle. I like to make a knot so it stays in the needle – it has a tendency to fall out otherwise. 

back front 

front 

back 
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Use the needle to guide the yarn through the loom in an under-over pattern – under the first string, over the 

second, under the next, etc. Once the needle has passed through all of the strings, pull the yarn through and 

leave a tail of a few inches at the end. Push the yarn up on the loom so that it's about 1/4 inch away from the 

notches. 

 

Bring the needle and yarn back through the loom from the side you just exited using an over-under pattern 

that's the opposite of your first line and pull the yarn through. (If your first line of yarn goes under the last string 

to the right, it needs to go over the last string to begin the second row.) Just don't pull too hard on the yarn - 

you don't want to warp the strings on the loom! Push the second line of yarn up to meet the first. 
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Continue each row, alternating the over-under pattern, making sure not to pull the yarn too tight. Every few 

rows, use your thumbs to push the yarn up the loom strings so it looks nice and uniform. 

 

5. Introducing new yarn 

When you get to the end of a color, take it to one edge of the loom and leave a tail of a few inches hanging off 

to the side. This kit includes more yarn colors, but if you’re using your own yarn, you can just cut another two-

foot length of the same color. Take your new length of yarn and insert it into the same side where your ending 

tail is. You’ll be following the same over-under pattern as before (so if the tail of the yarn ended going under the 

last string, you’ll start your new yarn going over that string). Pull your yarn through and make sure to leave a 

short tail at the end! 

    
Finish up your second length of yarn, then move on to your third, and continue until you’ve filled the whole 

loom 
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6. Tucking in all the loose ends 

So you’ve filled up your loom, but now you’ve got lots of wild yarn ends everywhere. Use the needle to tuck 

these ends down into the sides of the weaving. Here’s a breakdown of how it works: 

a. Thread the end of the yarn through the needle 

b. Insert the needle into the side of the weaving, on the outside edge of the string 

c. Pull the needle through the edge of the weaving 

d. Pull the yarn through, pull it tight, and cut off the end 

e. Use your fingers to rub the edge of the weaving to make sure it looks nice and neat 

f. Try to pull the ends of the yarn through weaving of the same color, to help disguise the ends! 
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7. Taking it off the loom 

Remove the tape from the long strings on the back of the loom. Release the top loops first, then the bottom. 

Hold the weaving near the top, and pull up on the top loops. Pull the string through the weaving, so the bottom 

loops are brought up flush with the bottom of the weave, and the top loops are extra long. Once the weave is 

scooted down to the very bottom of the strings, cut the top loops in the middle and tie them off, as shown on 

the next page. Then trim the ends so they’re really short! 
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If you still have long strings left over – in opposite corners like the last picture above – tuck them into the 

weaving like we did in the previous step.  

 

And that’s it! You’re all done! Now that you know how to make a loom, you can make any size thing you want – 

more coasters, a wall hanging, placemats, pincushions, whatever you want! You can also attach beads, costume 

jewelry, or other accents to make your weaves unique and special. They make great gifts, accessories for your 

room, and more! 

 

If you’ve made something super awesome, share it with us! We love to see how our craft kits turn out. Email a 

pic to hkane@westbendlibrary.org or upload it to social media and tag us! We’re 

WestBendCommunityMemorialLibrary on Facebook, and @westbendlibrary on Instagram. Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions adapted from https://www.instructables.com/how-to-weave-on-a-cardboard-loom/ 

mailto:hkane@westbendlibrary.org

